300 years before Livingstone, Stanley et al

The Quest for Prester John
1488 -

, Monomatapa
E 1514

Crossing the continent
1608 -

22nd January 2018
23rd February 2018 (Africa Forum)
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European knowledge of Africa prior to 1500
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The Quest for Prester John

e First mentioned in 1167

 |solated Christian kingdom in the east

e Letter from the King of the Three Indias

* Popular European belief

e Crusading objective was to invade



Three Portuguese Embassies to Prester John
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Monomatapa

 Monomatapa kingdom fragmented
* Great Zimb
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The Gold of Monomatapa

* [he commercial imperative

* trade goods for India

* Trickle of gold from interior




The Journeys of Antonio Fernandes, 1514
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The Coming of Christianity & War

e 1560 Jesuit, Goncalo da Silveira,
arrives in Monomatapa
Initial success with ruler and locals



 1480s positive relations with Kongo
* King and court baptised
e First African bishop in 1518

* Shifting alliances & Jaga threat

e Supported Ndongo against Kongo

e Rumours of silver mines in interior at Chicos



Contra costa

Tanzania
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Zimbabwe

1798 Francisco de Lacerda



The Retreat from the East & Geopolitical Re-alignment

e Alcazar & annexation by Spain in 1580

e Spice Trade comes under attack from Dutch & British
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Reflections of First Wave of Exploration

* Neither strategic objective achieved:
e crusading alliance with Prester John

e dominate interior mineral resources

* Logistic challenges of journey, diseases and climate




The Next Wave of Explorers

Iﬁu
/
' . . - '\ /
CONGOD Mo abine '

Dmd aman

» QT 406
—t—  Burton aied Speke, 1857-185
ANGOLA

"

meke to Lake Yictoria, 1858
taka G
rfé‘!l-?‘,';g.:.lh

Soeke and Grant, 1860-1863
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Further Reading

G Casely-Hayford (2012) The Lost Kingdoms of
Africa (Chapters on Ethiopia & Great Zimbabwe)

 J Dos Passos (1969) The Portugal Story
(Accessible overview of the Portuguese maritime
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