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Crossing the Sahara



The size of Africa



The extent of the Sahara



Topography & Landscape Types

Sand seas “ergs” 30% of the Sahara 
Graveled 
Chot (salt lakes) 
Mountains: Tibesti, Hoggar, Air, Tassili 





Sandstorms  
in art & reality



Oases



Ghardaia Oasis, Algeria





The Hadj Routes 
across the Sahara



AFRICAN EMPIRES



Inland delta of the Niger and Timbuktu



Timbukto



TRADES ROUTES ACROSS THE SAHARA



The Travels of Ibn Batutta 
1325 - 1352



C18th & C19th European Explorers’ Routes



Drawings by 
Early 

European Visitors



Books about the Sahara







Contemporary Crossings



Current crossing routes


