
Old SLR Lens on Digital Camera 

Re-use lenses from your old 35mm 
camera on your new digital camera 



Then: 50mm standard lens 

• Every manufacturer 
offered similar lens 

• Wide aperture suited 
slow film 

• Easy to demonstrate 

 



Now: 18-55mm zoom lens 

• Every manufacturer 
offers similar lens 

• Narrower aperture less 
problem with higher 
ISO 



Old lens on new body (1) 



F5.6 



f4 



f2.8 



f1.8 



Crop factor 

35mm film APS-C sensor 



f5.6 



f4 



f2.8 



f1.8 



Old lens on new body (2) 

• Same brand: old lens 
will probably fit 

• Different brand: look for 
adaptor 

• Manual focus only 

• Aperture-priority only 

• No image stabilisation 

• No lens correction 



Adaptors 

DSLR Mirrorless 













Further information 

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flange_focal_distance 
 

• https://www.thephoblographer.com/2019/04/26/how-to-mount-
vintage-lenses-to-modern-cameras-using-adapters/ 
 

• https://www.diyphotography.net/9-lenses-special-bokeh/ 
 

• https://digital-photography-school.com/creating-swirly-bokeh-with-
the-helios-44-2-lens/ 
 

• https://www.frameology.com/blog/4-fantastic-vintage-portrait-
lenses 
 

• https://www.rangefinderforum.com/forums/showthread.php?t=16
3473 
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