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L’anse aux Meadows, recreated long house 



L’Anse Aux Meadows Model



John Cabot   (about 1450 – 1500)

Born in Venice.   Supported by Henry VII and Bristol merchants,
sailed to North America in 1497 in the Matthew.    His exact route 
is disputed but he reported the large schools of cod to be found off 
Newfoundland.

A modern replica of the Matthew.   She had a crew of 20.
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Mouth of St Lawrence – Basque - 1689





Sir Humphry Gilbert (1539 – 1583)

Half-brother to Sir Francis Drake and a professional swashbuckler

In 1583, formally took possession of Newfoundland for the 
English crown.   This was the start of the British Empire.   He 
was lost during the voyage home.



Jacques Cartier (1491 – 1557)

Jacques Cartier was a Breton explorer who claimed what is now Canada for France. 
He was the first European to describe and map the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and the 
shores of the Saint Lawrence.

First European to travel inland in North America. Claimed what is now known as Canada for France.
which he named ‘The Country of Canadas’ , after the Iroquois names for the two big settlements 

he saw at Stadacona (Quebec City) and at Hochelaga (Montreal Island).

He made three voyages to Canada and attempted to found a colony, but it failed.





Lacrosse

Ball-play of the Choctaw

Ball Players by George Catlin.





Hudson’s Voyages



Replica of Hudson’s Ship



The Last Voyage of Henry Hudson
exhibited 1881

By John Collier





Rupert’s Land (1670 – 1870)



Samuel de Champlain (1574 – 1635)

Explored Canada, New France and the Great Lakes
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The rivers of Eastern Canada



Coureur de Bois

Fur Trading



Birchbark Canoes 
come in various sizes
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St. John River Campaign

The deportation order is read to
a group of Acadians in 1755.   The
expulsions continued until1764

Most of the Acadians went to
Lousiana where they were 
known as Cajuns

Raid on Grimrose (present day
Gagetown, New Brunswick
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Harbour Grace and 
Carbonere,
charted by James Cook
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